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Federal Advisory

Advisory Committees play an important role in shaping
programs and policies in the Federal government.

~1,000 advisory committees with more than 60,000
remembers advising the President and the Executive
Branch on a broad range of issues.

Federal Advisory Committees can be created only
when they are essential to the performance of a duty or
responsibility of the executive branch by law.

Once a committee is approved, a charter is prepared
outlining the committee's mission and specific
duties.
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FACA (1972

The Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA)
of 1972 (Public Law 92-463), formally
recognizes the merits of seeking the advice and
assistance of our nation's citizens. The law also
assures that advisory committees:

v" Provide advice that is relevant, objective, and open to
the public;

v Act promptly to complete their work; and

v Comply with reasonable cost controls and record
keeping requirements.
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NOAA Advisory Committees

Advisory Committee for the Sustained National Climate Assessment (ACSNCA)
Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing (ACCRES)
Hydrographic Services Review Panel (HSRP)

Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC)

Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee (MPAFAC)
National Sea Grant Advisory Board (SGAB)

NOAA Science Advisory Board (SAB)

Ocean Exploration Advisory Board (OEAB)

United States Integrated Ocean Observing System Advisory Committee (I00S)
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MPA FAC Audiences

Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior

NOAA Administrator and DOI Assistant Secretary
NOAA and DOl MPA Programs

All MPA Programs (US and International)
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How Does the MPA FAC Organize?

Subcommittees
® FAC members only

Working Groups
® FAC & nonmembers

Ad Hoc Groups

Delegate to Chair (e.g

—

Must be approved by full FAC

drafting letters) or DFO

(e.g. final editing)
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How Does MPA FAC Interact?

Has done more of: Has done less of:

Cover letters NOAA and DOI
leadership attending MPA

Reports FAC meetings

Short recommendations Personal briefings with

Interactions with NOAA NOAA or DOl leadership

Open discussions

FAC members acting as
*ambassadors”
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FAC — Agency Interactions
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Marine Protected Arcas
Federal Advisory Committee

December 4,

et

2003

The tanorable Peny Pritzker
Secrelary of Com
U.S. Depaviment of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, [3,C. 20230

The Honarable Sally Jewell
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington 10 20240

Diar Madsm Secretary Pritzker and Madam Secretary Jowell:

We are the Marine Proeeted Areas Federat Advisory Committee (MPA FAC), eomprising 20
appointed members representing a eross-section of oesan and constal users, sitkeholdors and
natural and secial scientific expertise. Working together to leverage our diverse cxpertise and
perspectives, 1he MPA FAC wdvises the Departments of Commerce and Interior on imporiznt
emerging ssues fheing the nation's 1,700 marine protected arsas {MPAs). Conserving some of
the nation’s most treasured and imtensively used coastal and maring walers, these spesial places
are valued by coastal communities and tourists aitke, and, increesingly, by dhe nation asa
whale, Lnsuring the sustainable use of these special places is of parmmount importance.

in Jome 2012, the Departments of Commerce and Intetior gave the MPA FAC soveral chavges,
We are at work on these charges and plan o complete cur full recommendations in June 2014
We write now regarding one of the charges: to advise on the role of MPAs for recrealion and
foarism., We know that recreation and tourism is an issue of great inferest {o hoth Departments
and note that sustainable recreation and tourism 15 highlighted as a prierity in the National
Ocean Policy. We wrile (v inform you of our ongoing work on this charge, and te recommend
two dmportant initial steps for the Departments of Commeree and Interior 1o support sustaimable
recreutions] usc of MPAs.

Coastal communilies around the LS, arc growing rapidly. At the same time, coaslal areas are
Tast becoming destinations for an cxpanding suite of recreational uses including lishing, surfing,
kayaking, whale watching, diving, heachcombing, discovery and spiriwal reflection, Many of
these human uses occur in MPAS — alfirming the wide range of social and econanic benefits
that MPAs provide, A recent informal survey of MPA managers, condusted by the MPA FAC
and Lhe National Maring Protected Areas Center. indicates that maring reerestional uses are
cceurring and expanding in most MPAs, often in ways and with impacts not anticipated by
existing management plans and approaches. This comports with our awn experience and with
ather infarmation that MPASs are drawing an increasing number of recreational users and that
MPA managers face many real chaflenpes managing Utis incressed roprentional interest,

Cleaely, prowing resreational uses in MPAs hold tremendous promise for sustained human
health, finess and well-being, ceonomic prosperity, and a deeper human connection fo the
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% The Secretary of Commerca
‘%'hndj ‘Washingson, C.C. 20230

July 21,2016

IMr, Geerge Geiger

Chair

Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Commiltes
56 Panaka Street

Sebastian, FIL. 32958

Drear Mr. Geiger:

Thank you and the Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Commitiee for your
reeent letter and recommendations related to marine protected areas (MPAs) and
recreation. Your letter also add thanei ication wilh our diverse MPA
stakeholders.

As you nole, the Obama A ion is [ ing travel and
tourism to strengthen our esonamy, as well as encouraging more Amercans (o enjoy the
great auldoars a3 parl of a heallly, active hfestyle. Your call {o action, entitled
Destination MPAs: Sustaining America’s Most Treasured QOcean Places for Recreation
and Sievwardship, izes key issucs and app in ing the social and
eoonomic benefits of putdeor recreation with the sustainable management of these natural
resources for generations to come. Morcover, your recommendations for marine and
coasial managers on recreation uses will be a uscful reference for the Depariment of
Commeree, and we will share them with other Federal and State occan management
agencies,

Your work on MPAs and reercation is relevant to the Federal interagency
partnerships on recreation amd tourism, such as America’s Greal Qutdoors and the
TMational Travel and Tourism Strategy, as well as 1o mandates and programs within the
Depertment of Commeree, These initiatives, and the public-privale paringrships that
support them, offer an imporiant eppardunily (0 work together 10 both promote and
protest our ocean and coastal treasures, The National Marine Protected Areas Center—a
joint enterprise shared by the Departments of Commerce and the Interior—ean play a key
role in coordinating and advancing thess efforts. :

Finally, as all our work (o conserve ocean resources relies on effective
commurication wilh those who use and care abaut our oceans, your praclical -
T dations on icalions with diverse audiences are a weleome
resource, ' 3 v i
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Early MPA FAC Reports

® Development of National
System of MPAs

Toward a National System of Marine Protected Areas

¢ Climate Change

® Coastal and Marine
Spatial Planning

. C u Itu ral h e r Itag e A Report by the MPA Federal Advisory Committee
Recommendations from 2006-2007
resources
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Incorporated ideas into MPA
Framework document

Conceptualized key definitions
(e.g. MPA, cultural resources)

Informed agency messaging on
newer issues (e.g. climate
change)

Strengthened relationships with
stakeholder groups

Key role in External Review of
MPA Center (2012)

Some Impacts o
Recommendations

MANAGING

2z

Framework for the National System of
Marine Protected Areas of the
United States of America

March 2015
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When recommendations had Téss
iImpact....

® Budget impacts changed
direction of MPA Center (e.g.
reduced regional focus)

® Policy direction of NOAA
shifted (e.g. marine spatial
planning)

® FAC ideas are long term — too
soon too tell
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Recent Reports

® Completed in Jan 2017

® Targeted beyond NOAA
and DOI

. PfOVlde detalled PROTECTING OUR MARINE TREASURES
guidance on issues of
Interest to most MPA

p ro g ram S SCIENTIFIC SYNTHESIS AND ACTION AGENDA

® MPA Center conducted
outreach to distribute

® \Webinars
® Social media
® Conferences

arine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee
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Thoughts from other FACs

More frequent engagement
with NOAA and DOI
leadership

® Meetings

® | etters summarizing each
meeting

Key role of Chair & Vice Chair
In communicating as needed
between meetings
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Thank youl!
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