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The Big Picture 

• Key advice in developing 
National System Framework 
– Definition of MPA 
– Goals and objectives of the 

National System 
– Scope of National System 
– Process for establishing the 

National System 



Updating the National System Framework 

• Published in 2008 
• Sets out goals, objectives 

and implementation 
process for the National 
System 

• Major input from MPA 
FAC, 2003-2007 



Why update the Framework? 

• Experience from 
implementing the 
national system since 
2008 

• Input from MPA FAC 
on cultural resources 

• Refocused scope of 
MPA Center role 



Major Changes 
• Shortened and streamlined language 
• More recognition of cultural landscape approach and 

tribally managed areas and resources 
• More focus on functions of the national system; less on 

operational processes  
• MPA Center role focused on capacity building and 

support 



MPA FAC Recommendations on  
Cultural Heritage Resources 

• New eligibility criteria for cultural 
heritage MPAs  
– Tribal and indigenous designations 
– Cultural landscapes 

• New definition of cultural heritage 
(less focus solely on maritime 
heritage) 

• New definitions of marine cultural 
resource, tribe, indigenous peoples 
and cultural landscape 



 



Communications 

• New e-newsletter via constant contact 
• Website scheduled for redo in 2015 

 



 



MPA FAC Recommendations on Recreation 

• “Recommendations for Managing Recreational Use to 
Sustain the Natural and Cultural Assets of U.S. Marine 
Protected Areas” 
• Drafted in June 2014 in response to a DOI/DOC charge and 

drawing from insights  shared by MPA managers  

• “Call to Action” - Destination MPAs:  Sustaining 
America’s Most Treasured  Ocean Places for Recreation 
and Stewardship 
• Jointly drafted by MPA FAC and Sanctuary Advisory Council 

Chairs in June 2014, and independently approved by council 
votes this past December.  



We 
heard 
your 
call… 

• Communications 
– Coverage on MPA 

Center Website 
– Open Channels Blog 
– ONMS website and 

constituent update 





We heard your call… 

• Staffing 
 
• Action plan 

development 



Recommended Actions… 

1. Inviting people to play (responsibly) in marine 
protected areas 

2. Embracing the human dimension of ocean 
places 

3. Sustaining marine protected area ecosystems 
and values 

4. Engaging recreational users as ocean stewards 



Leadership Team Priority for FY2015 

1. Inviting people to play (responsibly) in marine 
protected areas 

 

Create a National Get Into Your Sanctuary event: 
– Increase visibility of national marine sanctuaries as 

destinations for tourism and recreation through large-scale 
outreach to communities via social media (#VisitSanctuaries) 

– Host members of congress on the same weekend and facilitate 
opportunity to take part in recreational activities 

– Mark your calendars for weekend of June 27-28! 



1. Invite people to play (responsibly) 
in MPAs 

• National “Get into Your Sanctuary” event 
• ONMS session at Marine & Coastal Tourism 

Conference (Hawaii) 
• Sustainable tourism in MPAs – capacity development 
• NOAA representation on interagency councils 

– Tourism Policy Council 
– Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor Recreation (and 

Every Kid in a Park!) 

 



2. Embrace the human dimension of 
ocean places 

• MPA managers survey on expanding recreational uses 
• Socio-economic studies 
• NOAA representation 

on Visitor Use 
Management Council 

  



3. Sustain MPA ecosystems and values 

• Capacity development 
• Sanctuary management plan review 
• Special use areas and zoning review… 
• “Magenta Line” 
• New NOAA Resilience $$ 

 



4. Engage recreational users as ocean 
stewards 

• Strengthen & Expand Citizen 
science programs 
– Whale Count 
– Federal & NOAA Communities of 

practice 

• Team OCEAN 
• Eco-certification 

 



Feedback? 
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